INDIAN   FREEDOM

she was in bondage. She had to be free, free
in every sense of the term, that is to say, an
Indian must be 'free in India as an Englishman
is free in England/ More than that. This
freedom she needs not that she might develop
and prosper materially only as Europe or
America,, but that she might be great again
in the Spirit so as to be able to deliver her
message to humanity and lead it to its divine
goal. This is the deeper meaning of India's
struggle for her political independence.

It was Bankim Chandra Chatterji who first
saw the vision of Mother India, the Mother as
she had been in her glorious past, as she was in
her state of subjection, as she would be in her
even more glorious future, and in an inspired
moment uttered the mantra of an awakened
nationalism. Bande Mataram soon became the
mantra of power by which the Mother was
invoked., and the Mother poured her shakti
into her children and fired them with a burning
desire to dedicate themselves to the cause of
their country's freedom. Sri Aurobindo called
Bankim a Rishi, a seer, and revealed to the
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